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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH  REGULAR MEETING 
ASSEMBLY FEBRUARY 18, 2014 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The regular meeting of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly was held on  
February 18, 2014, at the Borough Assembly Chambers, 350 E. Dahlia Avenue, Palmer, Alaska.  
The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. by Deputy Mayor Ron Arvin. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 
Assembly members present and establishing a quorum were: 

Mr. Jim Sykes, Assembly District No. 1  
Mr. Matthew Beck, Assembly District No. 2  
Mr. Ronald Arvin, Assembly District No. 3 (Deputy Mayor) 
Mr. Steve Colligan, Assembly District No. 4  
Mr. Darcie K. Salmon, Assembly District No. 5 
Mr. Jim Colver, Assembly District No. 6  
Mr. Vern Halter, Assembly District No. 7  
 

(Mayor DeVilbiss attended telephonically.) 
 
Staff in attendance were: 

Ms. Lonnie R. McKechnie, Borough Clerk 
Mr. John Moosey, Borough Manager 
Mr. George Hays, Assistant Borough Manager 
Mr. John Aschenbrenner, Deputy Borough Attorney 

 Ms. Brenda J. Henry, Assistant Clerk 
Ms. Tammy Clayton, Finance Director 
Mr. Terrance Dolan, Public Works Director 
Ms. Eileen Probasco, Planning and Land Use Director 
Ms. Patty Sullivan, Public Affairs Director 
Mr. Eric Phillips, Community Development Director 
Mr. Michael Brown, Capital Projects Director 
Mr. Larry Macknicki, Information Technology Director 
Ms. Lauren Driscoll, Chief of Planning 
Mr. Alex Strawn, Development Services Director 
Ms. Shannon Bodolay, Assistant Borough Attorney 

  
III.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Deputy Mayor Arvin inquired if there were any changes to the agenda. 
 
MOTION: Assemblymember Colligan moved to remove Resolution Serial No. 14-017  
  completely from the agenda. 
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VOTE:  The motion passed with Assemblymembers Colver,  Sykes, and Beck opposed. 
 
Mr. Moosey requested to take up the Port MacKenzie Rail presentation as the first item of 
business under the Manager’s report. 
 
Deputy Mayor Arvin queried if there was any objection. 
 
There was no objection noted. 
 
MOTION: Assemblymember Sykes moved to take up the veto immediately following  
  audience participation. 
 
Assemblymember Salmon spoke in opposition. 
 
VOTE:  The motion passed with Assemblymember Salmon opposed. 
 
Deputy Mayor Arvin queried if there were any other changes to the agenda. 
 
GENERAL CONSENT: The agenda was approved as amended without objection.  
 
IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Gene Stone, Matanuska-Susitna Borough School 
District Assistant Superintendent. 
 
V. MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETINGS 
 
A. Regular Assembly Meeting:    02/04/14 
 
Deputy Mayor Arvin inquired if there were any corrections to the regular meeting minutes of 
February 4, 2014. 
 
GENERAL CONSENT: The minutes were approved as presented without objection. 
 
VI. REPORTS/CORRESPONDENCE 
 
A. AGENCY REPORTS 
 
1. Reports from cities 
 
(There were no reports provided.) 
 
2. Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District 
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Mr. Gene Stone, Assistant Superintendent: 
• reported that Dr. Paramo and Mr. Fulp are providing budget overviews to the public in 

Talkeetna; and 
• spoke to several legislative bills that the School District is monitoring that relate to funding 

for education. 
 
B. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
1. Joint Assembly/School Board Committee on School Issues 
 
(There was no report provided.) 
 
2. Assembly Public Relations 
 
 (There were no reports provided.) 
 
C. MANAGER COMMENTS 
 
1. State/Federal Legislation 
2. Strategic Planning Issues 
3. Mat-Su Career and Technical High School Addition Presentation - MCG Architects 

 
Mr. Michael Carlson of McCool Carlson Green Architects provided a presentation regarding the 
Mat-Su Technical and Career High School Addition. 
 
4. Port MacKenzie Rail Presentation - Mr. Joe Perkins 

 
Mr. Moosey and Mr. Perkins provided a report on Port MacKenzie. 
 
5. Road Bond Projects Update 
 
Mr. Mike Brown, Capital Projects Director, provided an update regarding road bond projects. 
 
Mr. Moosey: 
• spoke to his trip to Juneau to speak with the State Delegation; 
• stated that he has been promoting the Assembly’s priorities; 
• related that due to revenue projections that it will be a tight budget; 
• invited the body to attend the Valley Town Hall at Wasilla Middle School on  

February 22, 2014, from 10 a.m. to noon;  
• noted that this will provide the public an opportunity to address their legislators;  
• spoke to the tri-borough meeting that is scheduled for February 23, 2014, at 9 a.m. in Healy;  
• stated that Mayor DeVilbiss and Mr. Dyer are not present this evening as they are at the 

Alaska Municipal League (AML) conference providing presentations regarding the 
importance of the port development,  the rail extension, and the bridge project; and 

• related that Assemblymember Beck is going with Mr. Harris, the Borough’s state lobbyist, to 
promote those projects to the State Legislators. 
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D. ATTORNEY COMMENTS 
 

(There was no report provided.) 
 
E. CLERK COMMENTS 
 
Ms. McKechnie: 
• spoke regarding the upcoming meeting schedule;  
• advised that there was a request to schedule a 4 p.m. meeting on March 18 for further 

discussion regarding the possible economic development corporation; and 
• queried if that was a meeting the body would like to schedule. 
 
Assemblymember Colver objected and opined it would be more appropriate at budget time. 
 
Mr. Moosey: 
• stated that the purpose of the meeting is to bring groups together before reports are complete 

and sent forward; and 
• requested that the Assembly consider scheduling the meeting. 
 
VOTE:  The motion passed with Assemblymembers Colver, Salmon, and Arvin opposed. 
 
MOTION:  Assemblymember Halter moved to strike “4 p.m.” and to insert “5 p.m.” in its  
  place. 
 
VOTE:  The motion failed with Assemblymembers Colver, Halter, and Arvin in support. 
 
Ms. McKechnie advised that she will be out of the office March 24 through April 4 and that  
Ms. Newman will be Acting Clerk in her absence. 
 
Assemblymember Colligan queried the status of the plan for readjusting Assembly boundaries. 
 
Ms. McKechnie: 
• advised that the staff member from GIS that will be working with her just returned from 

vacation today; 
• stated that her plan is to meet with her tomorrow and get a schedule; 
• related that what she would like to do is to get the assembly districts over laid so that she can 

report back to the Assembly and get the assembly districts redrawn; and 
• advised that she intends to have that completed by mid March and to have the legislation 

before the Assembly sometime in April. 
 
F. CITIZEN AND OTHER CORRESPONDENCE 
 
1. MSB Board/Committee Minutes: 

 
a. Caswell Lakes RSA Board of Supervisors:   09/10/13 
b. Midway RSA Board of Supervisors:  08/07/13, 10/23/13 
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c. MSB 8.32 Review Commission:  09/10/13, 10/23/13, 11/12/13 
d. MSB Fish and Wildlife Commission:  01/07/14 
e. Parks, Recreation, and Trails Advisory Board:  07/22/13, 09/23/13 
f. Planning Commission: 10/21/13, 11/04/13, Resolution Serial No. 13-41(AM),  

13-42(AM), 13-43 
g. Platting Board: 11/07/13, 11/21/13 
h. Transportation Advisory Board: 10/30/13, Resolution Serial No. 13-06 

 
2. Community Council Minutes: 
 
a. Knik-Fairview Community Council: 11/03/10, 02/20/13, 03/20/13, 05/15/13, 06/19/13, 

07/17/13, 10/16/13, 11/20/13 
b. Willow Area Community Organization: 02/11/13, 03/04/13, 04/01/13, 05/06/13, 

06/03/13, 07/01/13, 08/05/13, 10/07/13 
 
The citizen and other correspondence were presented and no comments were noted. 
 
G. INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUMS 

 
(There were no informational memorandums presented.) 
 
VII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
(There was no unfinished business.) 
 
IX. SPECIAL ORDERS 
 
A. PERSONS TO BE HEARD (Three minutes per person.) 
 
(There were no persons to be heard.) 
 
B. PUBLIC HEARINGS (Three minutes per person.) 
 
1. Ordinance Serial No. 14-023: An Ordinance Amending MSB 24.15.050, Adoption, And 

MSB 24.15.060, Voluntary Release. 
a. Resolution Serial No. 14-016: A Resolution Revising The Animal Care And Regulation 

Facility's Fee Schedule. 
(1) IM No. 14-031 
 
Mayor DeVilbiss opened the public hearing. 
 
The following persons requested that the legislation be postponed and to concerns with the 
proposed fee schedule:  Ms. Kelleigh Orthman, Clear Creek Cat Rescue volunteer; 
Ms. Rhonda Weinrick, Alaska Cat Rescue; and Ms. Diane Woodruff. 
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There being no others who wished to testify, the public hearing closed and discussion moved to 
the Assembly. 
 
MOTION: Assemblymember Beck moved to adopt Ordinance Serial No. 14-023 and 

Resolution Serial No. 14-016. 
 
MOTION: Assemblymember Beck moved to postpone Ordinance Serial No. 14-023 and 

Resolution Serial No. 14-016 to a time certain of March 18, 2014. 
 
MOTION: Assemblymember Sykes moved a primary amendment by striking  

“March 18, 2014” and inserting in its place “April 1, 2014.” 
 
VOTE: The primary amendment passed without objection. 
 
Assemblymember Colligan requested to direct Administration and Shelter staff to coordinate that 
meeting with the rescue groups. 
 
Deputy Mayor Arvin queried if there was any objection. 
 
There was no objection noted. 
 
VOTE: The motion to postpone passed as amended without objection. 

 
2. Ordinance Serial No. 14-024: An Ordinance Amending MSB 4.05.030(A), Relating To 

Appointment To Boards And Commissions. (Sponsored by Mayor DeVilbiss) 
a. IM No. 14-039 

 
Deputy Mayor Arvin opened the public hearing. 
 
There being no one present who wished to testify, the public hearing closed and discussion 
moved to the Assembly. 
 
MOTION: Assemblymember Salmon moved to adopt Ordinance Serial No. 14-024. 
 
VOTE: The motion passed without objection. 
 
(The meeting recessed at 7:08 p.m. and reconvened at 7:17 p.m.) 
 
C. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (Three minutes per person.) 
 
The following person spoke to Mayor DeVilbiss not appointing her to the Animal Care and 
Regulation Board and to concerns with the fees at the shelter: Ms. Carolyn Johnson. 
 
The following persons spoke to concerns with existing race track regulations and in support of 
amending existing race track regulations: Mr. Andy Anderson, Ms. Shannon Pendergrass,  
Mr. Dane Ferguson, Ms. Maja Fritz, Mr. Timothy Beckner, Mr. Randall Robinson, Mr. Brian 
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Christie, Mr. Jed Walker, Mr. Connor Wiggins, Mr. Gregory Nelson, Ms. Jessica Anderson, and  
Mr. Early Lackey. 
 
The following person spoke in opposition to amending existing race track regulations:  Ms. Mitzi 
Van Asdlan.  
 
The following persons spoke to the need for more full time emergency responders and to the 
need for an increase in responder wages:  Ms. Sarah Rodriguez, Mr. Tim Walters, Mr. Peter 
Kamilos, Mr. Daniel Carter, Ms. Heather Carter and Ms. Alaina Anderson, Palmer Dispatch 
Supervisor. 
 
The following person spoke to the importance of teaching personal finance as part of school 
curriculum:  Ms. Helen Munoz. 
 
The following person spoke to the need to amend Resolution Serial No. 14-020 and in support of 
Resolution Serial No. 14-017 being postponed indefinitely: Ms. Diane Woodruff. 
 
The following person thanked the Assembly for the canoes and trailer that they acquired last year 
and provided a status report of other organizations that have used the canoes since the Boy 
Scouts took ownership:  Mr. Russell Joyce. 
 
The following person spoke to concerns with the podium and dais in Assembly Chambers and 
spoke to concerns with port development: Mr. Garvin Bucaria. 
 
The following persons spoke in support of Ordinance Serial No. 14-027: Mr. John Vinduska and 
Ms. Kathryn Bacon. 
 
(The meeting recessed at 8:11 p.m. and reconvened at 8:21 p.m.) 
 
VIII. VETO (On The Motion To Postpone Indefinitely) 
 
A. Ordinance Serial No. 13-144:    An Ordinance Amending MSB 17.63, Race Track 

Regulations. (Veto Filed February 11, 2014) 
1. IM No. 13-242 
 
MOTION: Assemblymember Colligan moved to override the mayoral veto on the motion to  
  postpone indefinitely. 
 
VOTE:  The motion to override the mayoral veto failed with Assemblymembers Colver,  
  Sykes, and Halter in favor and Assemblymembers Salmon, Colligan, Beck and  
  Arvin opposed. 
 
Ms. Driscoll provided a staff report. 
 
Assemblymember Sykes queried if private citizens would need to have a permit to practice on 
their own property. 
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Mr. Strawn: 
• related that his interpretation of code is that as long as races are not being held on private 

property, that they can practice all day long every day; 
• stated that as long as there are no contestants that it is not considered a race; and 
• read the Webster’s Dictionary definition of “contestant.” 
 
Discussion ensued regarding: 
• the origin of the race track regulations; 
• that the legislation does not apply to races conducted on lakes in the winter; 
• the benefits associated with clarifying code; 
• the desire to not infringe on personal property rights; 
• that there is no difference between for profit noise and not for profit noise; and 
• the definition of race track. 
 
Deputy Mayor Arvin queried if there was any objection to postponing Ordinance Serial  
No. 13-144 to a time certain of April 1, 2014. 
 
There was no objection noted. 
 
D. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
1. RESOLUTIONS 
 
b. Resolution Serial No. 14-018: A Resolution Approving The Amended Budgets For The 

2012 Series “D” And 2014 Series “A” Transportation System Bond Proceeds And The 
Fiscal Year 2013 Designated Legislative Matching Grant From The Alaska State 
Department Of Commerce, Community, And Economic Development, Fund 430. 

(1) IM No. 14-053 
 

c. Resolution Serial No. 14-019: A Resolution Approving Certain Unincorporated 
Communities And The Incorporated Nonprofit Entity For Participation In The Fiscal 
Year 2015 Community Revenue Sharing Program. 

(1) IM No. 14-058 
 

e. Resolution Serial No. 14-021: A Resolution In Support Of Alaska Railroad Pilot Project 
For Increased Passenger Services From The Matanuska-Susitna Borough And Expanding 
Cooperation On Transportation Issues In Anchorage And The Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough. (Sponsored by Assemblymember Sykes) 

(1) IM No. 14-061 
 

f. Resolution Serial No. 14-022: A Resolution In Support Of All Possible Legislative 
Measures To Help Restore Salmon Fisheries In The Matanuska-Susitna Borough. 
(Sponsored by Assemblymember Sykes) 

(1) IM No. 14-062 
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2. ACTION MEMORANDUMS 
 
Ms. McKechnie read the above legislation into the record. 
 
MOTION: Assemblymember Salmon moved to approve the consent agenda as read into the  

 record by the Clerk. 
 
VOTE:  The motion passed without objection. 
 
d. Resolution Serial No. 14-020: A Resolution Supporting Governor Parnell’s Proposal For 

An Appropriation From The Constitutional Budget Reserve Fund With Designated Use 
In The State Retirement Systems, And Requesting Strong Support By The Twenty-Eighth 
Alaska State Legislature. (Sponsored by Mayor DeVilbiss and Assemblymembers Sykes and Colligan) 

(1) IM No. 14-060 
 
MOTION: Assemblymember Sykes moved to adopt Resolution Serial No. 14-020. 
 
Assemblymember Sykes requested a staff report. 
 
Ms. Clayton and Mr. Moosey provided a staff report. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding: 
• concerns that the required municipal contribution rates could be increased; 
• that AML crafted the resolution and encouraged all municipalities to sign on; 
• that the State contribution rate continues to increase; and 
• that the state employee contribution rate and the municipal employee contribution rate is the 

same. 
MOTION: Assemblymember Colver moved a primary amendment to Resolution Serial  

No. 14-020, as follows: 
• in the title, by striking the words “from constitutional budget reserve fund 

with” and insert the word “for” after the word “designated” to read:  “A 
resolution of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly supporting Governor 
Parnell’s proposal for an appropriation designated for use in the state 
retirement systems, and requesting strong support by the 28th

• in the “Therefore Be It Resolved” clause by striking the words “in FY 2015 
from the constitutional budget reserve fund” to read:  “Therefore be it 
resolved, that Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly agrees with the Alaska 
Retirement Management Board and expresses its strong support of the 
proposal set forth by Governor Parnell for an appropriation to the State 
retirement systems;” 

 Alaska State 
Legislature;” 

• in the “Be It Further Resolved” clause by striking the words “from the 
constitutional budget reserve fund” to read:  “Be it further resolved that the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly respectfully requests the 28th Alaska 
State Legislature to support this proposal strongly and appropriate funds to the 
State retirement systems;” and 
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• by inserting a “Be It Resolved” clause that reads: “Be it further resolved that 
the Matanuska-Susitna Borough  Assembly opposes any increase in the 
required Public Employee Retirement Systems contribution rates by 
municipalities.” 

 
Assemblymember Sykes spoke in support of the amendment. 
 
VOTE:  The primary amendment passed without objection. 
 
Mayor DeVilbiss: 
• noted that Governor Parnell intends to cap the contribution rate; 
• stated that PERS liabilities will have to start showing in municipal accounts; and 
• advised that the language that is being used in Juneau is trust fund rather than systems. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding whether to use trust fund or retirement systems. 
 
MOTION: Assemblymember Colligan moved a primary amendment to Resolution Serial  
  No. 14-020, in the first “Be It Further Resolved” clause, by inserting the words  
  “Public Employees” after the word “state” and by striking the word “systems” and  
  inserting the words “trust fund” in its place. 
 
Mayor DeVilbiss reiterated that the trust fund is the language that is being used in Juneau. 
 
MOTION: Assemblymember Halter called for the question (to stop debate). 
 
VOTE:  The motion passed without objection. 
 
VOTE:  The primary amendment passed without objection. 
 
VOTE:  The main motion passed as amended without objection. 
 
a. AM No. 14-017: Authorize The Borough Manager To Enter Into An Agreement With 

Elavon, Inc. For Credit Card Processing And Credit Card Point Of Sale Machines For A 
Period Of Three Years. 

 
MOTION: Assemblymember Colver moved to adopt AM No. 14-017. 
 
Assemblymember Colver requested that Ms. Bodolay, Assistant Borough Attorney, provide a 
staff report. 
 
Ms. Bodolay: 
• stated that her staff report would consist of the concerns that were outlined in the 

memorandum that is covered by attorney/client privilege; and 
• advised that the body would have to waive attorney/client privilege in order to discuss it in 

public. 
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Mr. Aschenbrenner stated that the Assembly would have to waive that privilege as a body by 
majority vote. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding: 
• whether to waive attorney/client privilege; 
• the research that has been done to locate a service provider; 
• whether the Law Department supports the contract; 
• that the memorandum outlines the concerns of the Law Department regarding the contract; 
• that the Manager is willing to assume the risks involved as acceptable liability; 
• that credit card acceptance will eventually be implemented at additional Borough locations; 
• the cost to the Borough to implement acceptance of credit cards; and 
• that the contract fees are not negotiable. 
 
VOTE:  The motion passed without objection. 
 
X. NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. INTRODUCTIONS (For public hearing – 03/04/14, Assembly Chambers) 

 
1. Ordinance Serial No. 14-038: An Ordinance Approving A Supplemental Appropriation 

Of $60,000 From The Greater Willow Road Service Area No. 20 Fund Balance,  
Fund 276, To The Greater Willow Road Service Area No. 20, Fiscal Year 2014 
Operating Budget, Fund 276. 

a. IM No. 14-043 
2. Ordinance Serial No. 14-039: An Ordinance Accepting And Appropriating $10,263.56 

From The Alaska State Division Of Homeland Security And Emergency Management 
Grant Program, To Fund 425, Project No. 45158, For Hazmat Training. 

a. Resolution Serial No. 14-023: A Resolution Approving The Amended Budget For The 
Alaska State Division Of Homeland Security And Emergency Management Grant, 
Project No. 45158, Fund 425, For Hazmat Training. 

(1) IM No. 14-045 
 

3. Ordinance Serial No. 14-040: An Ordinance Amending MSB 15.24.030(B)(18),  By 
Adopting The Lazy Mountain Recreation Area Master Plan, The Crevasse Moraine 
Master Plan, And The Matanuska River Park Master Plan. 

a. IM No. 14-046 
 

4. Ordinance Serial No. 14-041: An Ordinance Authorizing The Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough To Issue Areawide General Obligation Bonds, In One Or More Series, To 
Finance The Acquisition, Design, Construction, Major Renovation And Renewal Of 
Educational Capital Improvement Projects And Related Capital Improvements In The 
Borough; Fixing Certain Details Of Such Bonds; And Authorizing Their Sale. 

a. IM No. 14-054 
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5. Ordinance Serial No. 14-042: An Ordinance Adopting MSB 15.24.030(B)(36), The 
South Knik River Comprehensive Plan. 

a. IM No. 14-056 
 

6. Ordinance Serial No. 14-043: An Ordinance Amending MSB 15.24.030(B)(4), 
Adopting The City Of Wasilla's Downtown Area As An Amendment To The City of 
Wasilla 2011 Comprehensive Plan. 

a. IM No. 14-057 
 
B. INTRODUCTIONS (For public hearing – 04/01/14 Assembly Chambers) 
 
1. Ordinance Serial No. 14-026: An Ordinance Creating West Carpenter Lake Road 

Natural Gas Local Improvement District No. 530, Approving The Improvement Plan For 
The District, Authorizing The Manager To Proceed With The Improvement, And 
Assessing Equally Among The Properties Within The District The Costs Of The 
Improvement. 

a. IM No. 040 
 

2. Ordinance Serial No. 14-027: An Ordinance Creating Wagner And Blue Mountain Ski 
Village Non-Contiguous Natural Gas Local Improvement District No. 510, Approving 
The Improvement Plan For The District, Authorizing The Manager To Proceed With The 
Improvement, And Assessing Equally Among The Properties Within The District The 
Costs Of The Improvement. 

a. IM No. 14-041 
 
Ms. McKechnie read the above legislation into the record. 
 
MOTION: Assemblymember Salmon moved to introduce the legislation as read into the 

record by the Clerk and set the public hearings for March 4, 2014, and  
April 1, 2014, respectively. 

 
VOTE: The motion passed without objection. 
 
C. MAYORAL NOMINATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS 
 
1. VACANCY REPORT 
 
Mayor DeVilbiss requested the following confirmation: 
 
 Historical Preservation Commission 
  Angela Wage, resignation  
 
Mayor DeVilbiss has the following under consideration: 
 
 Aviation Advisory Board 
  Michael Pannone 
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 Borough Area Schools Site Selection Committee 
  Vern Rauchenstein 
  Tom Adams 
  Bill Kendig 
 Joint Assembly/School Board Committee on School Issues 
  Matthew Beck 
 Port Commission 
  Christopher Gates 
  Helga Larson 
 Greater Willow RSA No. 20 
  Ralph Oakley 
 Circle View and Stampede Estates Flood and Water Erosion Control No. 131 
  Mahana Petersen 
 
MOTION: Assemblymember Salmon moved to approve the resignation up for confirmation 

this evening. 
 
VOTE:  The motion passed without objection. 
 
D. OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
 
(There was no other new business.) 
 
E. REFERRALS (For referral to the Planning Commission for 90 days or other date 

specified by the Assembly) 
 
(There were no referrals presented.) 
 
XI. RECONSIDERATION 
 
(There was no reconsideration presented.) 
 
XII. MAYOR, ASSEMBLY, AND STAFF COMMENTS 
 
Assemblymember Beck: 
• spoke to a medical emergency during his church service last weekend; 
• commended emergency responders for the good work that they do; 
• expressed concerns that emergency responders are paid less than lifeguards; 
• noted his pleasure in the public’s participation in the meeting this evening; 
• stated his support for non-contiguous local improvement districts; and 
• requested that the podium be moved to accommodate the request of the public. 
 
Assemblymember Colver: 
• spoke to the State Board of Fisheries meeting last week, which went very well; 
• noted the regulatory changes that were made to move fish north; and 
• thanked the Commission and staff for their hard work on behalf of the Borough. 
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Assemblymember Sykes: 
• thanked Assemblymember Colver for his hard work with the MSB Fish and Wildlife 

Commission; 
• thanked the public for their participation this evening; 
• spoke to two of his neighbors that had a conflict but were able to resolve it themselves; 
• stated that he is looking forward to budget time; and 
• requested that staff reports be provided for legislation up for public hearing. 
 
Assemblymember Colligan thanked Assemblymember Colver for his work to increase fish 
populations in the Borough. 
 
Deputy Mayor Arvin: 
• stated that he would like emergency responders to know that the concerns they have been 

raising are being looked at by the Assembly; 
• spoke to previous wage increases that have occurred over the last two years; 
• noted converting several on-call positions to full time positions is being considered; 
• spoke to a vehicle accident at which he was the first person on scene; and 
• opined that the current Assembly is sensitive to the need for emergency medical services. 
 
Mayor DeVilbiss: 
• thanked the MSB Fish and Wildlife Commission for the good work that they have done; 
• spoke to a draft resolution that he intends to bring forward encouraging the state to further 

develop an access road into the Susitna Basin; 
• stated that if there is no objection that he would like to let the State know that the Assembly 

will be taking action after the comment period expires and submitting input at that time; and 
• spoke to having seen Dr. Paramo while in Juneau. 
 
Assemblymember Sykes: 
• objected to telling the State that the Assembly will definitely support the draft resolution; and 
• stated that he is only comfortable with telling them that the Assembly will be considering it. 

 
Mayor DeVilbiss stated that his intent is only to notify them that the Borough’s input will be 
coming late. 
 
XIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
(There was no executive session held.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




